After the 2015 earthquake in Nepal that killed approximately 9,000 people, the country faced an increased risk of cholera outbreaks due to extensive destruction of water and sanitation infrastructure and massive displacement. The disaster revealed long-standing weaknesses in water and sanitation systems in the country. Anticipating a cholera outbreak in 2016, UNICEF, Johns
CONCLUSION
Without a control group, it is difficult to establish whether the cholera prevention and control measures, which were undertaken in post-earthquake Nepal, were the driving force behind the outbreak subsiding. However, no cholera cases were reported from the temporary displacement sites, and no deaths due to cholera were reported from sentinel site hospitals in 2016. It is also important to note that prevention of cholera recurrence was witnessed after implementation of the targeted interventions and that there was no major response implemented except the one discussed in the article. The partnership that enabled the rapid implementation of a contingency plan was key to controlling the outbreak in the post-disaster context. Yet, government-led coordination across the Health and WASH sectors for cholera response needs to be strengthened to increase efficiency and timeliness of response activities at different levels.
